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OF THE VICECHAN- 
= CELOVR, THE DOCTORS, 
boch the Proctors, and other the 
Heads of Houſes in the Vniverſi 
tie of Oxford: : 


(cAereeable ,condoubtedhy, to the ioint and Pniforme A 
opinion,of. «lithe Deanes and Chapters , andallothey © 
the leerwed & obedient Cleargy,in the 4 burcbef Engs 1 


Andconfirmedby the expreſſe conſent of the 
| Vniverſitie of Cambridge). 
Tothe humble petition the Miniſters of the 


Chupeh of England, define Reformation of cer« 
-  taineCcrabonigs and Abuſes ofthe Church. 4 


Beware of the Concifion. Philip. 3. 2. 
Cum ſub ſpecie ſtudij perfectionis, imperfeRionem nullam tolerare poſſit. 
mus * 1 — aut in — Ecclefiz : tune Diabokiga nos th- 


mefacere bia, & hypocriſi ſeducere, moneamur. 
— Cave adverf At abap. Art. z. 


3: AT OXFORD, 


Printed by loſeph Barnes, and are to bee ſold in Paules Church. gata 
dhe ſiꝑne of the Cronne by Simon Waterſon, Ig, 'y 


% 
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TO THE MOST RELIGIOVS, 
WISE AND VERTVOVS PRINCE, 


our moſt Gracious and dread Sove- 


raigne, [AMES bythe Grace of God 


King of England,Scotland, France 
and Ireland, defender of tbe 
faith, exc. 


8 HE awefullregard & high Reverence, 
) which in duty we owe, & inglbeurde- 
SS meanure wee deſire to pegfor 

y that Sacred Per ov, which 
the Lord our God,beciifiſe 
to ſer ypon ha aut a; King, in bu 
>) ſteedergpee over vs;togtber with the 

Aa degefittrs that we coceave of theit pro- 

ba . rie audacity, & vngodly preſumption, 
that have advemeret to put into — Maicſtious han Sang 
vnfit to be fo familiatly abuſed) very L ibels, & lewd Calumuia- 
tiõs of the preſent State, vnder a pretence of Hamble Petitions & 
Loyal advertiſements; hat h cauſed vs ( moſt Gracious and moſt 
dread Soveraigne, ) to forbeare now a good while, and to wit h- 
hold the tendering of this our religious, (though otherwiſe but 
weake and ſlender)ſervice, from your owne moſt Excellent and 
Royal preſence; vntill — had ſtaide for the Concurrency of 
that other famous Vniverſitie & tber alſo had attẽded the graue 
& prudent apprebation of Them, vnto whom in diſcretion wee 
were torepaire, & by whoin duty we are to be directed in mat · 
ters of weight. 

But now that we may, both ſaſely vndertake before God and 
men, that our prine ipal purpoſe beret, is the * 
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| Zech. 47. 


Tothe Rings 


Gcred Truth, the mainetenaunce of your Maieſties Lawes, tlie- 
Peace of this Church, the quiet of the Common · wealth; & with 
al, do perceive by ſome apparant Atguments, that in their iudg- 
ments, whereon we may better tely. then vpon our owne, there 
is no point herein, that is like to abalienate the gracious Favour, 
nor to impaire the Princely Clemency , which of late it pleaſed: 
your moſt Excellent Maieſty to extend generally vnto vs all, & 
fincethatalſo,vnto ſome One of our Societies in particular; (for 
Which we do ever yeeld moſt humble & all poſſible thanks: ) we 
ate therefore emboldened nowe at length, to offer vp vnto your 
moſt learned and Religious view, this out Anſwete to the Refor- 
wors Petition, and henceforth do lay it downe at your Maieſties 


feet. From whence whatſocver ſentence it ſhall teceaue, we tre 


ready, as becommeth vs, in all humility and contentment, there- 


our deſires & ei; 
vernment,thoug 
retainea due conformity.withghaſe Noble Acts & Memorable 
Defiznements(fuch as are The fWifging of the Cõmuniõ Books 
The publiſhing of that Pcoclamatio 11 
to the L. Archb. for the tepreſſing of Novekipazrthe Churchy 
The Intention to provide of thoſe Cure, that ſuffer defect.) 

By which your Maieſty. hathanade knowne , your Gracious 
Reſolution, and Princely purpoſe as well touching the Doctrine 
& Diſcipline, the Service & Ceremonies now taught & eſtabli- 
ſhed in this Realm, as alſo cõcerning the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
& their better Maintenance, their better ability to teach & their 
greater diligence in teaching, through out this hole kingdome. 

Vnto which Worthy Wor kes & moſt Chriſ lian proie cds, in- 
ſpired from aboue & managed with ſinguler wiſdome & godlines, 
we can but applaude, with ſhoutings & great ioy, crying as it is in 
the Prophet: race, Grace vnto it, That as they proceede fromthe 


abundant Grace& goodnes of Gd plemifully, infuſed into your 
Nee ſorhey der dd e EGlogretyorr 
TEN 2 5 


v. 
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| Moſt Excellent Maefhie, 


Mꝛieſtiet moſt godly Government, from generation to geners - 
tion. And farther, We moſt hartely deſice, that the Nobilny, the 
Gentry, & other of the Commons that haue power & opportus 
nity by reaſoa of their Impropriations to put to their helping 
hands: will be no leſſe willing to ſet forward the laſt of thoſe te- 
ligious Deſignes, thenthe two Vnivetſities, that like poore Wid. 
dowes wit h their 2. Mites, are ready even to their vtt ermoſt, by 
ſuch convenient meanes as may ſtand with their feverall States, 
to accomplihthe ſame. Nor that onely, but alſo are able & wil- 

ling(vpon notice of your Maieſties Pleaſure) to propoſe ſome o- 
ther meanes for the amending ofthe State of the Cleargy : ſuch 
as ſhall be offeaſiue{we hoape)vnto none that eſteeme of them 
a1 of tbe Miniſters of Chriſt and difÞ»ſers of the ſecrets of God, 


So may that come to paſſe, which Malachy ſpeaketh. , There Mal.3.7. 


way be ſtore of meate inthe Lords bouſe: and then let vs proue him 
therewith, if He will not open the windowes of heaven vnto vs 
and power vs out a bleſſing without meaſure, Now the moſt high 
God, that when hee devided to the Nations their Inheritaunce 
and ſeperated the Sonnes of Adam, 222 the borders of 
thi People and ordained that in the ful, ime, your Ma- 
ieſtie ſhould ſit vpon the Throne, and ſway the Scepter of bi 
Kingdome; the inviſible and only wiſe God, that hath taken 
your Miieſty as a brande out ofthe fire, or as that Sheepe of Das 
vids flocke, out of the mouth of the Lyon, and paws of the Beare, 
to make you the Head of many Nations, and to ſet you (in the 
time of our Calamity ) as an hyding place from the winde, as a 
refuge from the tempeſt, as Rivers of water in a dryplace, as the 
ſnaddowof a great Rocko in a weary lande, to as many in this 
Realme, as loue the Peace ofthe Gofpell of Chriſt ; and there · 
with all hath given your Maieſty Davids Hart, to common with 
your Princely ſelfe, and ſay Q nid retribuem? V Vhat ſhall I 
render to the Lord for all his mercies rowardes me: He proſper 
the worke of his owne hands;he perfect in your Maieſties hands 
the worke that he hath begun, vntill the day of Chriſt; He giae 
your Maieſty a long Life, ſecure Kingdome, a ſafe Houſe, vali- 
ant Armies. a faithful Senate, loyal Subie ts, the World at peace, 
uud whatſoever the heart of 9 of a Monarch may de fire. 
A 3 He 


To the Kings 


He grant that the King, and the Kinges Sonne, and the Kinges 
SonnesSonne, for many generations may raigne over vs in all 
happines (if it be his will) even as long as the CHoove endureth: 
and when there ſhall bee an end oftheir Times, give both Him 
and Them that Inheritance Immortall and Vadefiled that fa- 
deth not away, reſerved for them in Heaven. 


Your Maieſties moſt humble Subiectes, 


and dutifull Servants 


LE 
* 


* 2 


The Vicechancelour, the Doctors \the Proftors, 
and other the heades of Houſes in the 
Vriverſitie of Oxford, 


THE PRAFACE. 


To the moſt Reverend, and Right Honorablethe L. Archb. 
of Canterburie hu Grace, Primate and Metropolitene of 
all England:the L. Buc hurſt, L. High Treaſtrer of Eng · 
land, & Chancelour of the Nuiverſitie of Oxford: the L. 
Cecillof Eſimgden,Principall Secretarie to his Maieſtie, 
and Chancelour of the Vniverſity of Cambridge; Lordes 
of hu Maieſties moſt Honorable Privie Counced. 


AN &excellent were th bleſſings, 
which it pleaſed Almighiy God to be- 
ſtow vpon this Nation, by the Miniſte- 

— ry of his choſen ſervant our late Sove- 
raignezyet none of them were compara- 
ble vnto theſe, the Purity of Religiõ, per- 
I petually ſupported by one Vniforme 

| \) moſt ancict kind of comendable Church 
* government; & the plenty offall manner 

of good Learning, abundantly derived frõ the two OR 


happy care, to ſelect & take neere vnto her ſucceſſiuely Men of 
rare endowments & perſonall gifts, men of deepe iudgmẽt, long 
experience, great moderation, loving Learning & fearing God, 
Whom therefore Shee did place in chiefeſt authority vndet her, 
that vnder her they might be the greater comfort to the Mini- 
ſtery, the better encouragement vnto Learning, ihe more noble 


countenance to Religion, & as the Prophet ſpeaketh * ſer a buſ. Pal. art. 


fings to the whole Land. 
In this honorable rancke we canot,(Moſt Reverend & Right 
Honorable) without open wrong, but acknowledge your _ 
ips 


The Preface 


ſhips tobe ſecond vnto none ofall your predeceſſours. The long 
experience that this kingdome hath had, of your honorable Im- 
ployments for the maintenice of Religion & Learning, as your 
ſeverall Places do eſpecially require, would checke our want of 
duty it we did diſſemble it; & ſilence the detraction of any other 
that ſhould goe about to impeace it. 

Which as we recount with ſingular comfort, for the dates that 
are paſt:ſo for the preſent,it is the very Ray of our harts, that the 
ſame God, of his accuſtomed goodnes,hath give the ſame mind, 
vato our moſt gracious & dread Soveraigne,to preſerve & pro- 
pagate the ſame things in Church & Common-mealth , by che 
Godly care & prudent eounſaile, of the very ſelfeſame Perſons. 
For had we not vnder his Princely wiſedome & clemeney, ſuch 
immediate Patrones,(which now vvit h long vſe, are grovene into 
a very ſympathy of our eſtates:) to vhõ we might reſort in our 
needfellwmes of ttouble: it would amate our mindes, & vtterly 
aſtomſn vi in our vnderſtandings, to ſee the inſolent ende vours 
& ſtrange attempts, of fond Familiſts, abſurd Btowyniſtt, & perfi- 
dious Papiſts; all of them with importunity, & ſelfe · ceited confi- 
dẽce, jntẽding & expecting the innovation of Religion, through 
the overthrow of the Cleargy, and ruine ofthe V miverſities, 

All which notwithſtanding, had not opened the dores of our 
lips, nor made way to this our iuſt coplaint z but that there came 
to our ſight, long ſince, Ans bumble Petition of « Thouſand Minie 
fers at once: Which we may wel teſẽble vnto (til rũning ſtreames, 
that are dee peſt there, where they ſeemetobe moſt calme, This 
we beheld with great ſorrow of hearte:conſidering howe it is re- 
pleate, with vnthankfulnes towards God for his mercies towards 
vs; with injury to Her gracious government, whoſe Memory be 
— vnt h all poſteritie; with reproach to their Fathers that 

egot them in the Golpell;with preiudice to the Breaſts, that (if 
they be anything) did give them ſuckeʒ with contempt of their 
Brethren,& fellow Labourers at the leaſt, in the Lords harveſt. 

Howbeir as long as it paſſeth in private, vnder the name ofa 
particular Motion, made to his moſt excellent Maieſtic; we laid 
our hands vpon our mout hes, & with due reverence expected 
in ſilence, the wiſe reſolution of His religious heart. Z 

Be 


v# ©Y 
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"tothe LLs. | 
But theſe men as they are impatient of delay, or els to gains 


eredite with the people, on whom they greatly do rely) ſoone 
after, lend forth into all quarters ofthe Realme,! ſtore of theſa 


ptetended Petitions: accompanied with ſuch lewd, falſe & ab- 


ſurd ſuggeſtions:as if our noble King, had lent their Motion 8 
fayoursble eare, & given it ſome kind of conſenting intertain · 
mentzas if in all this, They had done nothing, whereyatotbey 
were not animated & ee 4 , by ſome of ſpeciall credite 
with his Highneszasif ſome buſie headed ſtrangers, had vnders 
taken their cauſe, & enſured the ſafe conduit of their weather 
beaten barge, to the haven oftheir hope, Were there any ſuch 
we would requeſt themto remember, that it is neither miners 
nor diſcretion, to take ypon them in 2 State, wherein (ſor ought 
we know) they haue nothing to doe. It may ſuffice, that they 
are partakers of the good things of the land; let them thanke 
God and the King, and be q we are verily perſwaded, 
there are none fuch; that this, as all the reſt, is given out vader 
hand among their credulousadherents, onely ad ſaciondum pee 
plum. A tricke of theirs, with which wc haue bin acquain- 
ted. 

This eontſe( Right Honorable) did make vs think. chat now 
they had altered the nature of that foreſsid Schedule j and of 
an Juritled Petnios to his Maiefty,had made it a covert kind of tis 
bel. VVhereby (ſecurely as they thought) they might depraue 
& ſlander, not only the Comnnton Book, but the whole eſtate 
ofrbe Church , azitſtandsreformed by our late Soveraigue. 
VVhich vndue and diſhoneſt practiſe, having ſo chaunged the 
quality of their Petition; whether it hath brought the Contri · 
vers & Preferrers ofie within the compaſſe of that ſtatute, 1. 
Elizab;& made them lyable tothe Penalties of the ſame: wee 
take not vpon vs to determine. Howbeit hereof we could not 
but take noticeithat by their impunity, divers ot her very le vd 
ly affected, haue in divers parts of the kingdome, pre ſumed to 
trouble his Maieſty, & taxe the State, with the like clamorous 
libellot, and defamatory ſupplications, 

The confideration whereofbeganneto admoniſh vs, that 
aowe it ſorted with our duety, to —_— our ſelues, as truly zea-· 


De Preface 


tous, & carefully religious in the defẽce of the Church, for the 
rom g of mens minds, & ſetling of their cõſciences, by ſome 
ort ammadverſions vpon their proceedings:astheſe factious 
rom have beene audaciouſly venterous, & prepoſterouſly. 
caddy,to manifeſt their malicezthereby to diſtract and draw 
the people, from their love & liking ofthe preſent ſtate.Wher- 
vnto we were the rather invited, by the cõmendable example, 
of our Reverend brethrẽ ofthe Vniverſity of Cambridge; who 
to make known their diſlike of theſe & ſuch like factious Schiſ· 
matikes, have paſſed . a grace in their publike Congregation to 
this effect. 
Placet vobis, vt quicũg doctrinã vel diſciplna Eccleſia anghcang, 


Sec? — vel eius parte aliquã, dictis aut ſeriptis, aut quocig, als modo, in Aca- 


verſity of Ci- demiã ¶ antabrigicuſi public oppugnaverit:ab mus ſuſceptegrady ſuſs. 
bridge lun. 4. penda:ur, c“ 4 ſu ſcipicado e xcludatar ipſo facto. d 4 
x60z. againſt By which their wiſe & neceſſary Decree. they have not on- 
fatious Puri- y encouraged vs, vnto this our Apolpgy;but withal aſſured vs, 


© that both they theſelves, & (as we conceave) many thouſands 
moe, of the judicious & obedient Miniſters of this land: are rea. 
dy to give vs the right hand offellowſhip in this Worke, & wile. 
ling to ſubſcribe vnto the ſame, ifthe cauſe did neceſſarily re- 
quire it, or the time would permitte. ä 

But your Lordſhips know right well, that Truth obtaineth 
nd great authority, by the many voices that acknowledge it at 
once. And for our parts we vtterly condemne the courſe, that 
thele Schiſmatikes have therin taken. Who to bolſter out their 
ſale obie ctiont and falſe calumniations, have trudged vp and; 
downediverſe Shires, to get the conſent, of they carte not whõz 
ſo they may make vp the tale, & pretend a number. In which. 
kind, that was a notable Stratageme which (farre beſides the 
Authors purpoſe) we did light vpon of late. May it pleaſe your 
Lordſhips to have patience, while we propoſe it, and ſo leave it 
to your Honorable cenſute. 

H. I. aman that was of ordinary partes, & of an ordinary 
place, whẽ he lived among vtzis now, it ſcemes, become 8 prin- 
cipall Agent, and * Procurator of the publike cauſe a- 
mong the factious. He, (much miſtaking in hu ſtrong * 

b ther 


to the LL. 


chat to infinuate with a man of wiſedome, would be ſufficient - 
to fetch him over to that ſide.) Writes vnto One of eminent 
{orc among vs, after this faſhion. n 


Oreover I am to lei you vnderſſ aud, that many learned aud : Scilicet in 

M Mrifters,* axe about to exhibite tothe Kings Ma- lune, when 
reftie,a Petition for the Reformation of thanges amiſſe in our their Petition 

(hurch;whereunts A conſent of 44 . ae convemently We cas get, i Fm — 

very heboovefull, My opmion and truſt is cancerumg you that you will * 

bee,uot onely a partaker, but alſo a furtherer of thu Chriſtian duty. 1 

heve ſent you bere mcloſed the forme to be ſubſcribed, by all ſoch a 

lav good wil to this purpoſe. I pray you lat me have as auſwere bereof 

From jou, as ſoons as you may; with ſo many of your well affected friender 

bands thereunto,u ſpall be(thought)geod. It is not intended that your 

Names ſhall be raſhly ſhewod. to any mans preindice but be reſerved to 

a fit epportunnty of we ſhal perceive that 5 togither 2 

forth mill ſurtber our deſires & ſunte, Of the good ſucceſſe whereof, we 

conceave good hope, thanks: be to God. Thus beſeeching God tokeepe 

and [antlifie vs for his ſervice, and togive vs wiſedeme in all throges:1 

bid you bartth farewell, VVoodeftrecte, in London. the XXX. of 

Twne, 1603, 


Yours to his power 
Bd 


Toft ſcrivt , I could wiſh you to confurre 
with D. A. about thus matter. 


Thus much of the Letter: 
Now the forme to be ſubſcribed vnto, is this, 


VV. E whoſe names are vnder written do agree to mals our 

/ bumble Petitiõ to the Kings Mateſty that thepreſent flats 

ofthe Church may be farther reſormedin all thinger needefull accor- 

ding tothe ruls ef & O DS boly word, aud agreeablerothe* example »Nowms, 
P 3 2 of 
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5 The Preface 

et ber reformed Charches which bath reſtored both the Doftrins &n 

Diſciple, as it was delwered by our Saumur ¶ breft,and bus baly Ape. 
2 ; 


1. 
Your Lordſſips ſee the miner of the men. This colluſion & 
coven, were very baſe bet weene man & man. But for the, thus 
to vic their Soveraigne;firſtro give him a Petition in the name 
of a Thouland, & then to ſcatter it abroad withthis gloſſe,, Of 
the good ſucceſſe of eur ſuite we dee couceave good bope,thankes bee to 
god, Theieby ex e falle, to begge and ſteale as many hands 
to it, as could bee got: this is ſucb/tuffe!, as wee will paſſe over 
*»Philipz, with reference to that of Tully vnto Antony,* Ju antes eò lber. 
er, c. It is the advantage ſome men have, that they dare to do 
ſuch things, as a modeſt Ad verfaty cannot well reprove.; But it 
1s ſut eable to the lmputations they have laide vpon their late 
Princes government. And uove allo, vhen his Maicſtie ſhall 
fruſtrat their vairie imaginations ; they have lefte their olde 
| wont, if ſome of them doe not veriſie that ofthe. Poet, 
Perf, Satyr. 1. Fermentum & que ſemelintus 
Ianata eff ,ruptoiecoregexibit Capriſicu. 
Houwfoever; the Thing that we would ſpecially obferve out of 
this Script; is in the miner of Subſcription, Where hence it doth. 
moſt plamely appeare,that the Particulars ſpecified inthePe« 
tition; are not the vtinoſt End whereat they aime; they have 
another Marke, 5 | 
„ eAll thmgs needfull atcording to the rule of Gods V Nurd, anda- 
rec able to the exaple of other reformed Charches, istheir Vp- ſhot. 
Sur is it ſo indeed Why, They ofthe Petition deſire (onely) 
Re for nation of certain ¶ er emonies & Abuſes: I hey neit ber as falti. 
aus men affelt a Popular Parity in the Church, nor as Schiſmatiles, 
#ime at the diſſolutios of the State Ecclefiaſticalittherw bumble ſuit u, 
that the offences following may be removed amended,qualified: They 
(good men) defre T hat ſhall be pretvdiciali vnto node. but Ge. It is 
true; The voice ofthe Petition, might feeme to bee the voice 
of / aceb though the hands ofthe Subſeription. appeere plainly 
to be the hands of Eſev, were it not that there iʒ alſo a Clauſe 
in then Petition. (No that wee have their one expoſiti- 
ou of it, wee can oblexve it; and, that jt is repeated * 


| to the LLs, | 
for failing, viz. Theſe and ſome ot her vſed 3 Theſe and'other fact 
lle; Theſe vvub tber ſuch Abuſer, ) which holdeth very good 
cotteſpondency with the Fotme of Subſcription, Heretofore, - 
wecould not tell what to make of thoſe words, and therefore 
made them no aunſwere. They ſeemed yntoysa very News © 
Seit; a Mathematike Line, d viſibilu in ſemper diviſibibia : hut 
now tpon this new Advertiſement, having compared them, 
we finde them Paralele, to thoſe, All rbivgs veedrfoll, ce. in the 
Subſcription: Which tels vs plainely, T hey will never have an 
end, till either they have ſet vp the Presbytery, Or elſe bee cut 
of by Authority. 

The third and laſt remarkeable matter, which we humblie © 
referre vnto your Lotdſhips due regard us a certaine Sẽblance, 
which in this our halfe yeares ſilence, we have obſerved in tw, o 
cõtrary Factiõs, that have thewed thẽſelves by their Petitiõ 
diſcont ẽted with the preſent· State. & Eceleſiaſticall Goveru- 
ment: namely in the Paper & the Puritas. Wee will vle their 
owne ſtyle, and come as neere as we can, to their very words, 

I hey Both intitle thẽſelves the Kings «fflifted ſubieer, - 
and aboue all other, bw devoted ſervants. 

2 They Boch pretend an enforcement of 4 ifeedyirecomrſe is 
bu i Mareſty, for apreſent Redreſſe and Reformation; | 

3 They Bothcomplainc,of being overwhelmed with en. 
during perſecution throwghloſſe of Living aud Liberty, 

4 They Both ground their Doctrine & Diſcipline vpon 
the ſacred text of eds word and Goſpell. . 

They Both condemne the obedience of Proteſtants to 
the Lawes Eſtabliſhed, to be, not for Conſcience & zeale ;but + *© 
for Moral honeſtie,and frare of temporall puniſhment , faiththe P. 
piſt +, for them owne quiet, eredus, and prafit m tbe world, ſaith the Pm 
ritaue. | 

6 They Bothrenounce epubliky alteration, anddifſolution of | 
ehs State Cc leſſaſticalli but the One pleades for a private Talera- 

$100, the Other (for ſooth) for « Godly Reformation, 

7 They Both deny that they exhibite their Petiti6s; with 
a tamultuouss ſpirit or with a difloyal c Schiſmaticel mind. Of Which 

heir Semblable Aſſertions, in argumentes ſo oppoſite, vvee 
B 3 might 


— 


— 
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might ſay in a word, as the Orator doth of contrary Opinions; 
It cannot be that more then one of them ſhould poſſibly be trus, but it is 
verie poſſible,that both may bee falſe . Yet wee rather take vp that 
in the Booke of * /adges,and ſay ofthem and their deſignes|: 

V -rily theſe men are like Samſens Foxes, They haue their 
heades ſeveredindeed;the One ſort looking to the Papacy, the 
Other tothe Presbiterie. But they are tyed togither by the tailes, 
with fire brands betweene them, Which if they be not quenched in 
time, are able to ſet the whole Land in a Combuſtion aud Vp- 
tore. 

Where fore, ſeeing there doth appeare vnto your LLs, in a« 
ny of theſe, much more in them all, ſuch matter of moment, as 
might moue men of care, and ſome diſcretion to write in de- 
fence of themſelues, and the preſent State; ſeeing in our man- 
ner of writing, we haue held that hand, (not by way of large 
diſcourſe, but as the brevity of Notes will ſuffer) which doth 
beſeeme a modeſt and ingenuous anſwere;ſecing in neither of 
them there is any thing ſo offenſiue, or defe ctiue, or imperti- 
nent, but that, vnder leaue and licence firſt humbly entreated 
and obtained, it may paſſe into the Preſence of his Excellent 
Maieſty, and there attend his moſt iudicious & learned Cen- 
ſure, yet ſo attempered with his rare & ſingulat mildnes, as in 
it he is wont to accept the duty and ſervice of his meaner Sub. 
iects:we do therefore now beſeech your LLS. that of your won- 
ted favor, you will accompany it with your gracefull Preſence, \ 
and as the Argument of our religious Affections in al humili- 
ty preſent it to his Highnes; we Tbereſere now entteate, that in 
the Honorable regarde you haue of thoſe Noble partes of this 
Church, which God hath ſpecially betaken into your Prote- 
ction; in the loyallremembrance you retaine of her Maieſtie 
that late was, & her happy Goverament ; in the bounden du · 
tie you owe to his Maieſty that now is, and the Well · doing of 
his whole kingdome; in the Piety and zeale which you beare 
to God, his Church, and to his Sacted Truth: you will take oc- 
caſion berely, All as one man, iointly to imploy that great 


Grace, and high Favour, which God hath given you in the eiet 


of your Soycraignez to the preſent ſupport of Religion, maine- 
tenanc. 


to the LL. 


tenance of Learning, defence of the Church, ſtrengtheningthe 
State, ſetling the mindes ofthe People, eſtabliſhingthe peace 
& tranquillity in the Land by taking the Foxes, the litle Faves, 
vhich marre our Vines, that they beate ſmall Grapes; and by 
chaſing away the wilde Boare of the Wood, and the Beaſtes of 
the Forreſi;that otherwiſe would eate them vp, and vtterly de- 
ſtroy them. So God ſhall take Pleaſure in your Cate & Con- 
fſcience'; the King in your faithfull Service; his Subiects ſhall 
dwell ſafe, vnder the ſnaddo of his Wings; and we your Cli- 
ents ſhall ſend this teſtimony after you: Many Patrones of the 
Cleargy, many Chauncelours of the Vniverſities, hne dove ver- 
tmonſly but Theſe ſurmounted them all. 

Now the God that giveth both Glory, and Grace, giue your 
LLs, all manner of Graces fit for your High Callings in this 
World; and That farre moſt excellent andeternall waight of 
Glorie, in the World to come. 


Your Lordſhips in all duty, 


Te Yicechancelour, the Doctors, the Proftors, 
and other the Heades of Houſes in the 
Pnroerſitie of Oxford. 


Us 


1To the Iudicious & Tadifferent Reader. 


ON KEA Mmediately afierthe Printing of our anſwere 

e tothe Petition, there came vato ys, a very kind 

| and wel-penned Letter, concerumg this mat- 

ter. V Vhich we might not ſuppreſſe, (though 

ie be but rudely heere inſerted ) without great | 

—= iniury, to that whole Vniverſity; and no leſle 
detriment vnto the cauſe it ſelfe. 


IN DORSED 


To the Vicechancelour, and others of 
the Yniverlitic of Oxford. 


Vi wuperrime, & quidem ſerò admodune, 
ad anres woftr as per veuiſſet ſama de libel - 
lo Regie Maieſt ati pro re formonda ( ſei» 
licer)Ecelifia,a Miniſttis mille, vt per- 
lubent ur, ex babito: etſi nibul is co novi ro- 
periretur, cui non plus wilies antebas re< 
Ne [ponſum fit, tamen quonian nume rum ia- 
Haut, vt mtebigerent Millenarij iſti, Ss 
Sanlo mille adſtent', Davidi in has cauſa 
dicies mills nunguam defuturotzuolul prima babuimu, aut antiquins, 
quam vi Operiemoi reſponſione indigniſſimo, aliquod tamen reſpowe 
fur par aremna, O nod dum medi amur, defertur ad nos AHcademia 
Oxonienſis eApologia certè diſertiſſima, qua rationum wonenth bre- 
ame refutaret,quicquidab Iſtis tanto autea labore confell um eſſet, 
aus confitium, O na cov petta, uilul nobis reliqus videbatur, quot ite 
enteverterat Fratrum neſtrorum in cauſa optima ⁊elu & induſtris 
prema ſati  parate od homimnũ leviſſimorum : clas omnes vel ex 
tempere refelendos: quam cum ili pondere certaſſent argumentorum, 
nos mere, quo Iſti mai gloriantur, pg rm . Quod & anted 
ge diviventes & previdimus, provides « ¶ um evim defunite 
lizabetha Regine , & in canſe a quod in . 
** 


_ 


To the Tudicions & Tndifferent Reader. 
fin gular e ef & in audit um ſemper conſt antiſſima, ſemper eadem, N 


ram Prixcipis Rel gioſiſſimæ mterit nm & religions; fi uon interenntte 
at ſumms certe periciitautis caſum deplorare quam in adventum Re « 
gui novinouasres medutari Iſti cepiſent & un dies molire: perepportu- 
vs (uccurrendum cenſuit e Academia, & convecato ſevatn frequents 
edmodum, & celebri decernendamn;vt Quicung; Eccleſiæ Angli- 
can» Doctrinam, vel Diſciplinam, vel eius partem aliquam le- 

ibus publicis ſlabilitam, ſeriptis, vel dictis, vel quocunq; mo - 
do, in Academia Cantabrigienfi publicè oppugnaverit, ab om - 
ni gradu ſuſcipiendo excludatur, & à ſuſcepto ſuſpendatur ip- 
ſo A cto. Quod quidem Decretum con ſenſu prope vnenimicompreba- 


tum, & tabulis publics * lung 9.1603 .conſignati vc demũ teſtatũ Our private 
cupimus vni ver ſis, vt intell g ant omnes de Diſciplina noſtra, nos rape. inſtruction 


ſita, (ed ſuſcepta libers & retenta quidexiſitment vonn augulis Opi- 
niaſiti uonnulli, ſed is aperto Severn Castabrigienſes prope uni ier fi 


was, as if it 
had beene de- 
crede the 4+, 


Quurum conſeuſiu, cum tam ſraternt concinat & con ſperet cum A. of lune. 


pologia Oxosenſi, eum Script uris, Patribus, Concilſa, Principum no- 

ſtro um Decretis, Legibuu, Parliamentisz cart nunc mille Iſti, & li- 

bru noſtris ſere mille in bunc finem editi & can ſcriptù, cum erit ataũ 

& facultas, reſpondeant piu, quam Cramben toties dtactam Regi 
ram prudenti, tam literato,tam impudenter obtrudant. Ant fivume- 

rare malint quam ponderari — homunciones miſeri, 

ab Academy: Muſiſq; reulti, quam nullius numer: fiut, quam plane 

uibili. Dalete ſñ atret in Chriſto Chariſſimi,c nes noſtramg, Acade. 

mam ſumma vobis & ſiudiorum & merum ſimluudine coviuuc t- 

mam, vt facitis,amate.( aut ab. Oclob. 7. 1603. 


SYVBSCRIBED 


By the Vicechancelour, and others 
the Heades of the Vniver- 
ſity of Cambridge. 


C 


| Gree Naꝛ in 
Apolog. 


- 


To the Iudicious and Tndifferent Reader. 


„„ 
—_ 


— 


T E Divine,complainetb of ſome in hu time, after this man · 
ner, 
Tanquam de Deo, ac Re omninm maxima, ſalateg, adeo ip* 


| ſaprimeriag, omnium fe,certamen habewtes,quo ardentiori fide pre- 


diti ſunt, eò acrius Orationi ad verſantur; (atg, Obſequium non pieta« 
tem veritatis prodtionem eſſe interpretanies, omnia auto proiecerint, 
quam Opiniones eas quas domo ſecum afferunt. 

Theres a cettaine ſorte of Men, that as if the queſtion were. 
of God himſelfe, and of the Thing which of all other, is moſt 
materiallzofeternall Salvation, and the very End ofthe Hope 


of all men,ſothey contend and ſtrive:who, by howe much the 


wore Fiery their Faith is, by ſa much the more fierce Adverſa- 
ties they are to (all) Perſwaſion: and pretending that Obe di- 
ence is not Piety, but Prodition ofthe truth, will forgoe any 
Thing (their Docation, their Loyalty, and all.) rather then thoſe 
Opinions, which they hring with them from home. 

Now becauſe we decline no Cenſure, but onely of Preiudi- 
cate Opinions: therefore wee doe earneſtly entreate, that you 
willreade with iudgement, and ludge with indifferenciethe 


-- Thingesthatenſue, 


THE 


A % AF oh AY ER 
— * Ra, "OT ok — CST | 

- — | . | a 75 90 a4 

2 ay ay * Ay Fay | 


TH E 
OFTHE M INF STERS OF THE 


urch of England, deſiring Reformation of 


certaine Ceremonies and abuſes of 
the Church. 


To the moſt Chriſtian and excellent PR INC E, 
our Gracious and dread Soveraigne, IAxIEs 
by the grace of God c. Wee the Miniſters of 
the Church of England that deſire Reforma- 
tion; vviſh a long proſperous and happie 
Raigne over vs, in this life, and in the next 
everlaſting ſalvation. ä 


Os T gracisu & dreadeSoverargve, ſee. 
p ing it hath pleaſed the divine ( NMaie ſpis, to 
he great comfort of all good Chriſtian” ,to 
\f advaunce your Highnes , according toyour 
w iſt title, to tbe peaceable governme! of this 
= ( onrch aud Commo-wealth of England:we 
- & the Miniſters of the Goſpell in this land, nei. 
ber as faftions me, affecting a popular Pa- 
ritis in the ¶ hurch, nor a4 Schiſmatikes ay- 

. wing es the diſſolution of the ſkate Eceleſiaſticall: but as the faitbfull 
ſervants of Chriſt and loyall ſubiefles io aur ¶ Naicſtie, defiring and 
longing for the redreſſe of diver ſe abuſes ofthe Church z could dos ns 
leſſe, in our obedience to God, ſervice to your CMaieſtie, love to bis 
C 3 (bureh:; 
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Church: then acquainted your Prencely AMaieſtie with aur particu. 
bar griefes . For as your Princely penne writetb, The King as a good 
Phylition, muſt firſt knowe what peccant humors his pacient 
naturally is moſt ſubiect vato, before hee can begin his cure: 
Aud alinongh diver ſe of vs that [ut for Reformation, have ſar. 
merly in reſpett of the times ſubſertbearo the baoke, lowe wpon Protea 
ſtation, ſome vpon expoſitions given them, ſome with condition, rather 
thee the Church ſhould have beene deprivedo? their labour and Mi. 
a#tery; yet now we, to the number of mee then a thou ſana of von A. 
ieſties ſubiectenand Miniſters, all groaning 44 wnaer a common bure 
den of humane Rites and Ceremonies, doe with one toint conſent hum- 
ble our ſelvis at your Mareſties feete, to be eaſed and releved in this 
behal/e . Our humble ſuite then vnto your Mate ſtie us. that the ſe ofen. 
ce. following; ſome way be removed ſome amended, ſome qual fied... 

1 l[nthe Church ſervice. Thetthe Creſſeis Baptiſcne, in- 
terrogateries mimiſtred to Infants, ¶ onfirmat on, as ſuper fluous may 
be tabes away, Bntiſme not to bee mmſtred by YV/omen , and ſo exe 
plamed , The Gap aud Sarplice not vrged. That examination may go 
before the Communion. That it be miniſtrid with a Ser mon.) hat di- 
verſe termes of Pcieſts, and Abſolution, and /ome other vſed, vᷣvutb 
the Ring in matiage, & other ſuch he in the baphe may be correfled, 
T he lang- ſomenes of ſervice abridged. Church: ſongęs & Muſiche mo- 
derated to better ed:fication,T hat the Lords day be not prophaned.The 
reſt upon Holy-daves not ſoſtriftly urged. That there may bee an vi. 
formity of doctriue preſcribed, No popiſh opmion to be any mere taughe 
or defended. No Mumſters Chardged to teach their people to bowe as 
the name of leſus. That the Canonical Scripturet onely be reade mike 

burch, 
K 2 Concerning Church Miniſters, That none hereaſter bos 
admitted into ibe ¶liniſterie, but able and ſufficient men , aud ibo ſe, 
to preach diligevtiyi and eſp̃eoially vos the Lordes dey. That ſuch as 
Gee already entred and cannos preach, may either be removed, & ſomg 
charitable conrſe taken wth them for their relteſe: or elſe to be forced 
according to the valew of their l wings, to mint ane preachors. That 
Non=refidency bee not permitted. That King Edwards flatwee for 
the lewfulneſſe of Mioiſfers mariage beerevrved, That Mint is be 
wor vrged ro ſabſeribe, but, according o the Lawe , 10 the A 0 


The Perition; 


. Religion, and the Kinges ſupremacy onely,” 1: EET 

3 For Church livings and maintenance. That Biſhops lea 
phecr (ommendams: ſome bolding Prebends , ſome Parſonages, ſome 
Wicarages with their Biſhopriches, That double beneficed man", bones 
ſuffered to bold, ſome two, ſome threebeneficer with cure: & / me o, 
tbree,or foure degnitie: befiaes,T bat [mpropreands annexed to Bifhop= 
riches and Colleges,be demiſed onlyto the Preachers [ucumbears, for 
the olde Re »t. That (we [mpropreations of Lay-mens fee , may bee 
charged wih a ſiæt, or ſcaventb part ef ib worth, to the mamtenavce 
ef thepreaching Mmiſter, K 65t 

4 For Church Dil. ipline. That the Diſciplive,, and Excom- 
munic ation may be admimiſtred according to Chriſtes owne mſtnuton, 
Or ar the leaſt, thut enormitiat may be redreſſed. As namely that Exe 
communication come not for th vnder the name of Lay perſous, (haus 
echours,O fficrals & c. That men be not excommunicated for trifles & 
twelue· penny waters, Tat none bee excommumgated v uit hont con- 
ſent of his Paſtor, T hat th officers be not ſuſſered's extort unreaſoe 
wable fees. J hat none having iuriſdictios or Regiſter places, put ont 
the ſame to ſarme. That drverſe Popiſh Caveni, ( as for reſtramt of 
marriage at cert ame tines) beereverſed, That the Long · ſomenes of 
ſwites in Ecclefiaſtic all caurtes, (which bange ſometume two, three, 
foure, five, fixeor ſeavenyeares) mer bes reſtromed. That the 
| Othe ex officio, whereby men are foroed ro accuſe themſelves bes 
more paringlie vſed. That Licenſes for marriage vunhout Banes - 
acke1 be more cautiruſiygraned, 

Theſe vvith ſuch other Abuſes yet remaining and prathſedin the 
{{hurch of Eugland,vvee are able to ſpewve,not robreagreeuble tothe 
Scriptures if it ſhallpleaſe your Highnes farther to bears vs, or more 
at large by vvriting tobee enformed, or by conſer ence amonge the 
learnea to bee reſolved. Aud yet wvee doubt not , but that vu 
any farther proceſſe, your Maieſtie (of vvboſe ¶ briſtias indgement 
wvee have received ſo good æ taſt altradis is able of your ſelſe, totudęr 
of the equity of this cauſe, God wee truſt hath ap post ad your Highnes 
our Phyfitien,to beale theſe diſeaſes, Aud vve fay wth Mordecai ry 
Heſter, who kaoweth; whether you are come tothe Kingdom 
for ſuch a time? Thus your CMaieftic ſbal dae that, which we are per- 
ſwadedſball be acceptable to God, 2 to your Muuaſtis in all 

C3, 
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eeding ages profitable to hi ( hure bw bich ſhall be thereby cuerea. 
ö to your ( Mauſters, which ſhall be no more —.— 
flenced diſgraced, impriſoned for mens traditions : andpreindiciall ts 
none, but to thoſe that ſerke iber owne quiet, credit, and profit in the 
world, Thus with all dnetifull ſubmaſſa, referring our ſelues toyour 
Aaieſtier pleaſure, for your gracious anſwere , as Grd ſpall direct your 
wee moi humbly recommende your Highnes to the d, CMaieſtie; 
whom wee beſcoch for ¶ brit bis ſake to diſpoſe your reyall heart to dus 
berein,what ſhall be to his glory the geodof bis Church, and por end- 
40 cum ſor bo : 


Your Maieſtics moſt humble Subiects, 


The Mimiſters of the Golpell, that atſire not a 
diſorderly innovation, but a due and 
godlie Reformation. 


THE ANSWERE OF THE VICE... 
 CHAVNCELOYR, THE DOG 
tors, hoth the Proctors, & other the Heads 
of Houſes in the Vniverſity of Oxford, 


To the Petition of the Miniſters of the Church 
of England deſiring Reformation. 


In their Petition, there are three 
principall partes. 


1 A Preface. 


2 A Complaint conſiſting of fowreſpeci-: 
all pointes;¶ In everie of them they de- 
ſire that certaine Ceremonies and A- 
buſes, may bee ſome ofthem removed, 
ſome amended, ſome qualified. 


3 A Concluſion. 


— 


FOR ANSWERE WHEREVNTO: 
1 It 


5 1 In General. 
ec e moſt humbly beſeech his moſt excel. 
JULY ( 7  ) {4 lent Maieſtie, that it may be conſide- 
£ I 


— 


AU £4 red, how inconvenient and vnſuffera- 
S F hg 2 ble it is in Chriſtian policie, to permit a 
(© / | \ / long and well ſetled ſtate of governe- 
epa mutatio N N [4 {91 ment, tobeeſomuch as queſtioned 


| eonſucrudinis AF RNAS much more to be altered, fora few of 
| | -MS Iz his Subie cts: eſpecially conſideting the 
te. matter, pretended to bee the cauſe of 


. 2 theſe mens griefe, and of their deſired Reformation, vniuſtly ſo 

ad laruar.Ep, called. For it is either the (remonies of the Church, or Abuſes in 

118 Cap 5. the Church, as they alleadge. Wherin we humbly recommend 
to his Princely remembrance, 

Firſt concerning Ceremonies, that they are eit her ſuperſtiti⸗ 
ous; & then no wales to be admitted. Ot which ſoit it ſhoulde 
ſceme by the Petitioners, (and we are ready to proue)that the 
Ceremonies of our Church are not. Becauſe theſe men cõfeſſe, 
that in reſpect of the times they did ſubſcribe vnto them: or if 
they were ſuch, with what conſcience did they ſubſcribe, in re- 
ſpeR ofthetimes.? 

Or els, things in themſelues indifferent; And then the ſu- 

MNMelan in i;. preme Chriſtian Magiſtrate, hath lawful * authority to forbid, 
ad Rom. Pec- and we muſt forbeare: to commande, and wee muſt obey; not 


N 1 only for feare, but for conſcience ſake, Of which kinde if theſe 
' Ra Magiſtrat. Ceremonies be{as we will iuſtiſie, & they cannot deny) where 


rec. neming in is tlien their pretended obedience? Whereis their applauſe of 
Syntag ca. de his Maieſties peaceable government? Why doe they trouble 
Adiaph qu vi oth Chutch & Common wealth, in reſpe ct of matters vvbich 
olat Eccleſia- P ning 
Nicampoliriz in duty and conſcience they may well. and ought willingly, to 
peceat multis ſubmit themſelues vnto? 
mods, &c, Secondly concerning Abuſes, be it conſidered: firſt of what 
Bez. Epilt. 24. quality they are;ſecondiy of what degree. RE, 
* 1 Touching the nature or quality of them, whether they 
are in the very Coſtitutions of our Church, or rather in the Ex- 
eeution of the ſaid Conſtitutions. If not in the Conſtitutions 
thẽſelues, (as whẽ we deſcend to the particulars it wil appear: ) 


there is no cauſe why the government ſhould be chaun pers 2 
cs 


tothe Petition. 


theſe men ſuffered,thus to calumniate the State, wherin there 
is nothing Poſitius, that is worthy of blame, If in the Executis; 
\s hich as we wil not abſolutely deny, ſo theſe men cannot ea- 

ily proue)that may be remedied by amending or removing of 
ſome certaine offendors, without alteration oftheſtate, 

2 Touching the degree or grievouſneſle of theſe abuſes, 

(whetherinthe Conſtitution, as they ſuppoſe, & we deny; or 
in the Execution, which ſimply and in every particular, no Cale adv.A; 
Church in Chriſtendome is able to iuſtifie, and yet none, ſo nab. art. a. V- 
much as this of ours: )we vndertake to proue againſt the Thou; triq; (le. Ca- 
ſand, that maſke vnknowne vnder that generality, that they bar 5 
are not ſuch, nor ſo heynous, as deſerve this their bitter repre- — 
henſion: much leſſe ſuch an alteration,in the Church & Com. Quo iſti ſom- 
mon wealth, as would enſue, if theſe Petitioners might haue niatores; Ec- 
their deſite. cleſiã quærẽ- 


| tes in qua Nie 

2. In Particular, Arte lefi- | 
, : erari, & 

Concerning the Preface. age 


We ile but note, 


1 VV. reckoning (in truth)theſe men doe make, of 
inft titles vnto 2 — favour thẽ 4 to much, apud Scot, 
that were wont to ſubiect al kings titles vnto popular ele ction Pe lur Magiſt, 
and approbation, - | in ub. 
2 What comfort ( in deed)the Petitioners take in the peace Vind conttyrs 
of bis ( Mairſhies government; who in the very entrance thereot, 
by ſeeking this and the like dangerous alterations, do diſquict 
& diſturbe the ſame. Were other men as little invr'd to peace 
and ſubie ction, it might occaſion inconvenience, | 
Howſoever in wordes they decline the imputation of 
fattiou men affefting popular parity in the Churcb, & of Schiſmatiks 
ayming at the deſſolmtion of the State Eccleſiaſtical t yet it is too well 
known in this kingdome, & by experience it hath bin felte in 
that of *Scotland, what manner of men they be: asalſo,vvhat e Ba. 
haue bin the lamentable effects of their reformations there, & . Page 
would haue bin like wiſe here, = not the prudent 3 3924041, Kc. 


De lur. reg 


— — 


f1yel.Apo.r70 is the leaſt peccar of any in the world, & would be much leſſe 
quantũ maxi- ſented humours. 


46. Ea om- ther our Leiturgis is iuſtifiable, themſelves being Iudges;or elſe 
nia que aut ſu · that they did liberally diſpence with their owne conſciences, 


tia, aut etiam pocriſie: to alleadge ynknowne Proteſtations, and Conditions in 
ſobrijs homi · their ſubſcription, doth. argue no ſincerityʒand vpon due exa- 
nibus indigna mination, will fall out to be nothing, but meere falſitie, 


&c 
fa exceptione are. This Church of England had bin happy if it had nat bin 
repudiavimus. troubled, with their factious ſermons & ; ſcurrile Pamphlets: 


Miles monop. 
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and conſtant reſolution of our late gracious Soveraigne,cons 
tinually repreſſed their attemptes. 

4 Theſe men might have performed better, Their bed. 
ence to God,their ſervice to bu Maieſtie,their lone to bis Church: (a8 
in the particulars will appeere) if they had forborneto trouble 
his Maieſtie, che Church of God, & the Cõmon- wealth, with 
theſe their cauſeleſſe griefes & diſcontentmentes. Theyhane 
thereby made ſuch a breach as will not eaſily (without much 
- wiſcdome & patience) be cured. For what are theſe men, that 
they ſhould aſſume ſo much? or what are the whole Cleargie 
of Englãd beſides, that they ſhould be ſo abaſed & contened? 

5 That which they alleage out of his Highnes Sac 
Ager, is a childiſh fallacy; abſurdly taking that for granted, 
which is the maine queſtion, They mult proue( & not aſſume) 
that theſe are the peccant humour of this Chareb,which in truth 


cant, if it were cleane purged, oftheſe vnquiet & malecon · 


6 That dwerſe of them have formerly (ubſcribed to the booke,, 
(as skornfully they tearme it)doth manifeſtly evince, that ei- 


r which is not the part of honeſt men. To do that is repel? of ibo 
timer, which in it ſelte is not lawfull, proveth litle leſſe then hy- 


7 At for their lebowrriv the Mmnſtery be they [ſuch as they 


which have given the Adverſary, much matter of advantage, 
diſtracted the mindes of many weake ones, and quite turned 

ſome other from the loue of the Truth. | 
8. The nũher of mare then a Thonſend,is but a vizard, which 
we humblie intreat, may be pulled frõ their faces}, that we may 
ſee and know the men, that thus groene vnder the yoke ofa 
Chtiſtian & commedable government; which (maliciouſly &æ 
| <4 


tt the Petition. 
inlurĩouſly)they would have reputed, a moſ? heavy burdew of bit. 
mau Rites cf Ceremonies, The vanity of which their complaint, 
comes now more particularly to be diſcuſſed, | 


Concerning the matter oftheir Complaint? 
1. Of Church ſervice. 


1 IN theChurch ſervice, wee are ready to maintaine, (but 
they muſt obiect firſt and prove the contrary.) that the 
2 Croſſe is Baptiſme,® Interrogatories miniſiredto Infaver, ef Con- · Tert. de Cor: 
firmarion, are moſt ancient, tultifiable, & convenient Ceremo- mil cap. 3. 
* ics, and therefore tobe continued. 1 
2 That the Church of England, nor the booke of C5mon 114 
praier doth not preſcribe, that Baptiſe ſpoulde bes admiiſtred by 
women, Though we deny it — Baptiſme, if perchance . Chr · ge 
de facto, it be by the adminiſtred, Fieri uon debut, factum valum. Bap. & in Lev, 
3 That the Cap aud Swrplice he not vrged, it is an abſurde Sneph.de nap, 
ſpeech & implies confuſion. For ſo every man ſhould be ſuffe - Zuingl. de zap 
ted in that behalfe to do what him liketh. Againe, do not them Compo. Theol 
owne words 8 they may well be vſedẽbut they muſt * 
not be vrged, V Vhy ? what is there in a Cap or in a Surplice, 
that ſhould * offend any man of iudgment _ dere | 
4 That Examination where neede is, ſhould gee before the pet Hat EN 
Comm ho diſliketh ? Or that it be winiſtred with a ſerwen? ad flop. " 
But that it ſhould not be miniſtred without a ſermõ, is abſurd; | 
and hath bred in many a vaine and falſe opinion, as if, not the 
word of Chriſts Inſtitution, but rather the word of a Miniſters 
expoſition, were a neceſſaty & an eſſentiall part ofthe Com. T. C. ib. i. 
munion. Beſides he that readeth our Comunion booke, ſhall Pag · 18. 
ſce that therein the whole manner, end, x vſe of that holy In- MWpete ib 
ſtitution, is ſo excellently deſeribed, as may bee inſteed ot ma- Genera note 
ny ſermons, Alſo that none ſhould be admnted tothat bleſſed doth ſhe we, 
Sacrament, (of what age, ſtate, or condition ſoever) except hat the Mini 
they were firſt examined after the Conſiſtorian faſhion , were ſters —_ 
inſolent, injurious, & in many reſpects moſt inconvenient. — — 
5 Thetermes of * Prieſts & « Abſolntion: the * Ring is Mas med Priefts. 
riege aud ſuch other , which they have heretofore traduced in · Bucer inc, 
D 3 their i capo. 
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their vnlearned diſcourſes; are by diverſe of our learned Di. 
vines, and ſhall be juſtified, As contrariwiſe by the Petitioners 
they will never be evicted worthy to be aboliſhed. 

6 Their deſire to bave the lowg- ſomenes of ſervice abridged, 
doth well befictheir great Devotion, Who notwithſtandiog 
are wont to ſpend an houre ſometimes or little leſſe, in exteme. 
poratie, inconſequent, & lenſleſſe praiers conceived raſhly by 
themſelves, From hence, their diſl ke of ſer & ſtinted formes 
of praier, it doth proceede, that ſome ofthem omit, ſome refuſe 
to tepeate, ſome condemne the vſe of the Lordes praier from 
hece hath Barrow & Greenwood takẽ their beginning, &fetched 
the premiſles of their peſtilet & blaſphemous Cõcluſion:. 


— _ 7 Cbereb ſouger& Muſſeke, are much beholding to theſe 


men now:inas much as they can bee content todiſgeſt them, 


> Conl. ibi ſothey be moderated to batter edification. The time was when we 


have heard them ſpeake in this point, after another ſort, Mere: 
fricious Church Muſſcbe, Teſſing of tennis halt, and ſuch like; were 
there phraſes of Gods divine lervice. But thanked bee God, 
that his Maieſties devour affe ction ia this kinde, hath forced 
from them this moderation. 

8 That the Lords day be not prophaned, hee is very prophane 
that deſireth not fro his hart, But what manner of la. givers 
ate they, that lay downe their conſtitutions in ſuch Negatives, 
in ſuch Comparatiues?For who can divine what they would 


Per Martyr. have, vhẽ᷑ they deſire that te reſt 2po Holy daies be not ſo ftriflly - 
= pp vrged Would they have wen vpon ſuch daies go toplough & 


carte, as ſome of their humor have cauſed 'their ſervãts to doe, 
on the very feaſt of Chriſts Nativity? Or doe they meane t hat 
we ſhould take to our ſelves ſuch liberty therein, as certaine 
Perſõs lately have dõewho being cõmãded by lawful auto. 
rity to celebrate the fift of Auguſt with ioy & thak(; giving for 
his Maieſties moſt ſirage & woderfuldeliverice,vpothelaide 
day now 3, yeares paſt;did notwithſtiding ſpend the ſame(as 
we are credibly informed)in faſting and mourning & ſuch like 
works oftheir obediEce?Nay theſe & the like experiments, do 
cauſe vs, hũbly & inſtãtly to deſire, that both Sundaies & Ho- 


- dies may be religiouſly obſerved; & the intollerable pro- 


Phana· 


tothe Petition, 


phanatiõ ofthe, which is the rather brought in, by theſe mens- 


preachings and examples may be very ſeverely puniſhed, 

9 That there may be an Va formity of Doftrine preſcribed: Thas 
wo Peyiſb opinions may be any more taught or deſended What impu- 
tations are theſe? how preiudicialle How injurious} Not onely 


vnto the Church government, but vnto the Chriſtian faith 


eſtabliſhed in this Realme? What᷑ advantage doe theſe men in 
theſe ſhameleſſe ſuggeſtiss reach vnto the Papiſtiꝰ As if there 
were no * vniformity, no cõſent of doctrine among vs? ( ſo ye 
except them.) As ifthete were ſome Popiſh opinions taught 
and defende d in our Leiturgyꝰ (as they deeme who are ready 
to make evety thing Popery which they do not facy) Theſe 
ate the weapons with which Bellarmie & that Brood;are won, 
to wonnd, or tather falſely to reproach our faith & profeſſion 


We reſer to 
the Articles of 
Religion a- 
greed vpon & 


eſtabliſhed in 


Convocation. 
Anno 4562. 
Zanch. con. 


Good hadit bene that theſe men had never bin able to write, 402 6s 
rather then to wate thus to the ſcandall of Gods Church, and Ecel Nil · 


his ſacred truth. 

10 Reverece done at the name of Ieſiu, is no ſuperſtition, but 
an outward ſigne of our inward ſubiection to his divine Maie- 
ſtie, and an apparant token of ourdevotion, Why dothey not 
likewiſe finde fault with kneeling, ſighing, weeping, lifting vp 
of cies, knocking of breaftes, holding vp ot handes ynto hea⸗ 
yen? All which good men may vſe ia Gods ſervice with great 
piety, though Hypocrites doe otherwiſe. a 

11 They are groſſely ignorant if they know it nor,opyils 
fully malicious & turbulẽt, if knowing it to be awful,they yet 
oppugne thereadmgof che ApoeryphalScriptures,or wruings in the. 
. Non ad cofirmationt ſidei, ſad ad reformationem or ioſpirutio 


Aph. 9. 


orum, as the Auncient Fathers ſpeake & approve, As * Hiero. pra 
e Articles of Convocation, and the Prefaces before the Pr 


Apocryphall bookes in the Engliſh Bibles, doedireQtly the: Page 
adding that they give lighit, to the divine ſtory, Apocr, 


2.  (oncerning ¶ burch Mimiſfera 


: VV EE hartely deſire that able aud ſufficient men be 
; Y. adwittedvuto * Atuiſteris. That they preach 


wm” 
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kligeutly,aud that on the Sunday eſpecially, But who ſhall mdge of 
heir ſufficiency? Or doth not the ſufficiency of Miniſters Sa- 
ripere magis & mi? VVere the Miniſters of the Primitive 
Church, all of them able to preach? Did not ſome of them 
: Chryſoſt. in Preach the Goſpell, and other ſome reade the Scriptures, and 
1. Cor.. admmiſter the Sacramentes? Or hath not the vrging of that 
Pet Martyr in ſtrange doctrine, viz. Tbat he i no Miniſter that canuet preach, 
* firſt forced men to take vpon them to expounde Gods worde, 
Cori. bhat thereby haue brought the word of God, and the ſacred ex 
Cal. in Cor. Erciſe of preaching into lamentable contempt, through their 
Bac. in Eph. . abſurde, ſenceleſſe, and irreligious gloſſes and paraphraſes, and 
| diſcourſes;whiles they haue choſen rather ſo to doe, then to be 
accounted, /dol[ſheapberds,Dumbe dogges. No Miniſters, & ſuch 
| like ? Secondly hath it not made the Brownyfr confidently to 
TBarrowes reproach vs, that our Church is no Church, our Sacramentes 
Re: no Sacraments,our Prince & people Infidels,as not being bap- 
en: tiſed at all, our Chriſtian Congregations prophane multitudes, 
Sf the Church &c, only becauſe ſome in the Miniſtery could not or did not 
4g. 32. preachꝰ But in this point it would be conſidered eſpecially, firſt 
| that it is not poſſible to haue all Miniſters men of worth, t ill all 
Church- livings be very ſufficient to mainetaine men of worth, 
Secondly that the way to invite men of beſt parts to take vpon 
them the Miniſtery, is not to expoſe and ſubiect that calling, 
to want and beggery, which in the third part of this their com- 
plaint, theſe men doe principally intende. And laſtly that how. 
loever theſe men doe pleaſe themſelues in their extemporarie 
gifr;yet many ofthem, though in ſhew very audacious, do not- 
withſtanding deſerue for their groſſe ignorance, to be blotted 

| out of the number of preachers, truely ſo called, 
| *Harconf.ex 2 Ho charitable theſe men are, that woulde haue men 
— 5 'removed aut of the Moniſtery, becauſe they cannot preachy 
18. Agnoſci- (whereas ſome of them were intreated to take that function 
mn &c. Vnde vpon them, vhen men more able could not be gotten; and o- 
ne hodie qui- thers in their younger yeares, haue beene of more ſufficiencie, 
—— then now their age, ſicknes, or other infirmity, will permit them 
rüdz — to be:) And how iudicious, that would haue them ro marnetaine 
— &, preasc bers, who (forthe moſt part haue not where with for to 
5 maine- 
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mainetaine themſelues, wee leaue to the conſideration of the 

viſe, How much better hath our Church deviſed, to ſupply 

the defects of ſome men, in ſome places, of meane valew,by os. 

ther meanes? As namelye by the frequent reading of the 

Scriptures ; A matter more* availcable vnto faith and godli- . zanc. Cong 

neſſe, then the Petitioners doe imagine; and would bee much obſin cap.x 3. 

more,ifit were not brought into cõtempt, by their ſuggeſtions, Aph.10.12, 

2 By a moſt religious & excellentꝰ forme of Common praier. , B Ridley to 

3By Sermons & Homilies printed and appointed to be read, A Grind 

both for the confirmation of the faith, and for reformation of thenbeyonde 

manners, All which in a Church not new to be planted, but the ſeas, Alas 

now ſetled & wel grounded in the profeſſion of the truth; are _ brother 

ordinary efte ual) meanes,to continue & increaſe the, in the — 

true faith & fear of God. Herevnto may bee added the mani · our bocke of 

fold proviſions in our Church, for ſermons quarterly, or more cõmõ prater, 

often, in thoſe Cures, where the Incumbents cannot preach. &c. The rea- 
That Now-reſidentie be not permitted. It isa matter of wiſe ſons hee ma- 

& ſaund deliberation: firſt ? what Non-refidency is; for many the 

men in our Church, haue two pariſhes cõmitted to their charge &c i do max 

which both will not make one living. Againe, many haue but vell hom hee 

one pariſh vnder them, which yet woulde require more then can or dare a- 

two, or tenne men to ſpeake at once to all the Congregation, 7. _ "= 

Secondly it is, and long hath beene permitted, by wiſe & god- f Pariſhes 

ly Migiſtrates, that haue given way toit, by their poſitiue pru- are not de iu 

dent la wet, as neceſlary, in ſome Caſes, in a few men, & them re dino. 

(generally and by intendment) of the beſt deſertes. Thirdly 

that it is abſolutely ynlawfull, and in no * ſort to be ſuffered, * The anſwere 

neither hath beene proved, nor ever will, by all the Paritane- — 

. : e Ab- 

in the Land. Fourthly. in what congruity may hee be counted gra 

an idle Nomreſident,that is alwaies preſent & taketh paines, in 

ſome part: & often in every part of his charge? Fiſthly, there are 

not more intollerable Non- reſidents in England, then ſome 

of thoſe, that are eit her included in the Thowſend afore mentio · 

ned, or that favour this their attempt: Eſpecially if they ſhall 

bee meaſured, by thole places of Scripture, which they are 

wont to alleadge againſt Non-reſidents, aſter the Texts be well 

examined. Laſtly, it is not poſſible, (as Church livings are 5 

allot». . 
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To alter the * allotted)that ſimply no Mõ. reſdency ſhould be permitted, & 

— yet withal, a learned Miniſtery mainetained, Princes & Peeres 

matter o of the Land attended, Colledges & Cathedral Churches cone 
reater con · tinued, the Vniverſities preſent, & hope of ſucceſſion in them 

lequence, thẽ for hereafter, prelerved,propagated, and ſupported. 

che Abſtraftor The Qtarriage of Mmuſters we do not diſlike, but main- 


ich low taine the lawfulnes thereof againſt the Church of Rome: and 


beads can poſ- humbly defire(ifthere be need, )that the ſupreme Magiſtrate, 
fibly cõceave. will adde thereynto,by his royall authority and the law ofthe 


Thelawes & 
ſtatuts of Gen, 
kn the forme 
of Oth, which 
the Miniſters 
receiue, Sectz 
Beza in vita 
Cal pag 910. 


land, ſuch farther (ſtrength and confirmation, as (hall ſeeme fic 
to his high wiſedome. 

5 We knowof no Subſcription that is vrged, which i not agrec- 
able to lam, required by the orders of our Vniverſity, neceſlary 
in a Chriſtian Common · wealth, profitable for the Church of 
God, approueable by all iudicious learned men, and diſliked of 
none, but a few ſolk, that are overmuch addicted to their own 
opinions, Who notwithſtanding where they beare the ſway, 
it i worth the Conſideration, howe ſtrictly they tie all them 
that will liue among them, tothe obſervation of their Church 
government, And in truth, ( ſo the things in themſelues be not 
intollerable) better ſo, then that which is here propoſed. For 
the not vrging ofa conformity in Church diſcipline, is to ſet o- 
pen the high way to all diſorder and Confuſion. 


3 Concerning Church maintenance. 


the auncient revenewe might bee reſtored to their 
Biſhoprickes, hee were vtterly vnworthy to be a Bi- 


I 6 & HAT Biſbopr leaue their Commendams, In calc ſome of 


ſhop, that would defire a {ommendam. But, as no the molt of 


them are impaired, totake away from all Biſhops all manner 
of Commendamr,is ( in truth)to tie the Kings hands, that he (hal 
not be able, though hee woulde, (and where he will not, no 
{ommendam can be given;)to make his moſt fait hfull ſervants, 


ot othet men of belt deſert in the Miniſtery, able to maintaine 


their 
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their places and callings, by bis Maieſties fayour,and gracious 
diſpenſation; when otherwiſe their Biſhopricks are not ſuffici- 
ent ſoto doe, So as ifit be wellwayed, they doe not ſo much 
intend in this particular to impoveriſni ſome fev / Biſhops, as in- 


- deed vtterly to overthtow them, and generally the Kings pre- 


rogatiue. 

: Of the ſame nature is that which followeth. For no man 
except he bee the Kings Chaplaine may holde Three benefices 
with Cure; and thole of his Highnes own gift. So that here alſo 
they deſire to limit the Kings favour.Againe it is not knowne, 
that there be ſiue in al in this land, that hold three ſuch beneft- 
ces. And then what good dealing is this in the Petitioners), to 
make the world beleeue, that it is a common fault, which is 
ſcarſe to be found in a few? 

3 Their diſpoſing ef Impropriations, doth notably be wray their 


lacke of Conleiencezthcir little loue tolagrning and religion; © The gecleſi. 
the Laities good aſtical dilcil 


| Ktn — 
Iiking . For who ſeeth eech certaine over - Ps 11 


their temporizing & 


throw and vtter ruine of Biſboprich, Colledget, & Cathearall ¶ hur- 
chesziftheit /mpropriations ſboaia be demiſed tothe Vicarsor ¶ urato: 
the Incumbents at thealde rent, without fine, without improue- 
mentꝰ Againe who be they, and how many, that by this means 
would be provided for? A few, aud thoſe the meaneſt ofthe 
Cleargy. Bnt the inconveniences that would hereof enſue, are 
very many, and intollerable: Therefore vvee reſerue that 
diſcourſe, to a fit opportunity . On the other ſide who doth 
not knovve, that for a Lay · man to holde an Impropriation 
(which u a Tub) is originally vnlawfull, and cleane contrarie 
to their firſt inſtitution? Vet theſe men in al their purity, zeale, 
and conſcience, can content themſelues, and their preaching 
Incumbents, with the ſeventh part only of an Improptiation, 
in a Lay-· mans fee. 
4 Are theſe al, or the beſt meanes, that « Thou 223 ſuch 
an they would be reputed, cã propoſe to his Highnes for the bette · 
ring of the Church mainetenance? If wee might know that it 
would ſtãd with his Maieſties good liking, & ſhould not be im- 
puted ynto vsabreach of * were very poſſible, that the 
| men 


* 
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men whom they ſo much condemne, would bee able to pro- 
poſe ſome other courſe for the bettring of the Church maine. 
renance,without the alteration or iniurie of any other ſtate. 


4+ Concerning Church. Deſciphne, 


1 Nder the name of their Di ſciplius, we have bin here. 
tofore taught by theſe men to vaderſtãd, The hing 
Aecleſ Diſci. dme of Chriſ vpõ earth: A tbing of us leſſe importance thi the d Goſ- 
pag 13. pel of (brift lea; An eſſcotial part of the Geſpell. A matter of ſaub 
1 ber, to be received vponpame of damaatiõ; An eſſentiall warb of the true 
England, r Charch:without the which our ¶ hureb mas no Church, our faith no 
faut b, our Gofppll no Goſpel, che, And it is now come to bee ſo in- 
different, as that it may be adminiſtred accordingly z Or elſe at 
- The leaf, that theſe evormities may beredreſſed{ Will it now ſuffer 
ſuch an Or eiſ at ? i Ss 
ed; that their Den, their Preſoyrery, 
the life & being of the Mee, were indeed of Chrilts inſti- 
tution;were we perſwaded it were a pert of Gedsword,an eſſential 
part of bis word;could we be contented to be wit hout it? Could 
we content ourſelves to live any where, but vaderit? Would 
we not redeeme it with much perill and paine? With certaine 
loſſe? And that willingly?- 

But the experiẽce that his molt excellẽt Maieſty hath had, 
of the manifold miſchiefes & iniſeries, that attend their preten · 
ded Dilcipline,doth make them not dare to ſpeake plainly for 
it. They therefore faulter in ſceking to obtaine that, which yet 
in hart they doe affect, and eſpecially deſite. 

But to theſe Exermitier, theſe heinous Enormities « Is it not 
well, that now at length, theſe quick-ſighted men, can cſpie- 
no fowler cnormitis in our Church government? 


Enor mites, 


I H AT Exremmunication come not forth vnder the name + 
of Lay perſons, Firſt,ic way truly be ſaid , that though it 


did come forth yadcrthe name ofa Chauncelour, or a * 
| arys. 


to the Petition, 


ſaryz yet came itnot forth vader the name of Lay-perſons; 
For a Chauncelour or a Comiſſary, is nota Lay- man in this 
caſe: The ordinary & he are but Vn index. Or rather, vhatſo · 
ever the Chauncelour dot h in this behalfe, hee doth it inthe 
auctority of the Ordinary, according to the power that is com- 
mitted vnto him. A thing not vnuſual in the Civil ſtate: wher⸗ 
in the Lord - Chauncelour dot h diſpoſe of many things, which 
are Originally in the Crowne, and againe, writeth Tefte men 
vnto many particulars, that ne ver paſſe by bill aſſigned, . 
Secondly, no Lay · Chaunc elour or Cõmiſſary whatſoever 
doth at any time excommunicate any man; ot ſendeth out in 
his owve newe any excommunication. But this is the practiſe of 


the Church of England. In * the cenſunng of nototious and. Conſt rue, 


ofleſſe offẽce, as umi ey in not , 
car general, Official,or Connſe not in holy orders, houl, 
deth this courſe, Firſt vpon knowledge & examination oft he 


cauſe, he adiudgeth the party wortby to bee encommunicateʒ 
thenthe Miniſter {aſſociated vato him by expreſſe auctority 
from the Ordinary) doth pronounce the ſentence of excom- 
munication againſt him; Laſtlythe Chauncelour ſendeth to 
the Paſtor ofthe pariſh, where that party dwellerh,requiring 
him publikely to declare the ſaid party co be a perſon excom 
municated by the ſentence ofthe Miniſter his aſſociate. And 
all this, according to the forme of the Articles ſet forth by her 
MaieſtiesauQority Anno, 1597. 
Tlhirdly, are not theſe excellẽt Evormity mabęrt, that ci find 
ſuch an Esermuty in the Name of a La- mã( in whoſe name not · 
withſtanding the excõmunicat ion never cometh forth, )when 
yet if it did come forth in his name, the nature ofthe thing it 
lelfe is ſuch, as iuſtly cannot be reproved? They ate not igno- 
rant, that excomunication doth proceed as is afote- ſaid iH not 
in the uame, yet in the auctority & luriſdiction of the Biſhop, 
or ſome other chiefe Clergy · man, to whom the power ofthe 
Keies doth belong, and vnto 1 the Church of England 
3 hath 


Phe anſwere 


hathaſſiened the executiõ of that part of our Diſcipline, Who 

ifthey vie the adviſe and Miniſterie of a wiſe and religious Ci. 

L vilian, in decreeing who is to be excommunicate;(Whervpory 

fPerperuall thoſe ourward penalties do enſue, which attend the auctori- 

B. ofthe ty, and follow the ſentence of excõmunication in this Church. 

Pag · 32 nd Common - wealth: ) howe doth that in any wiſe violate 
Chriſts Inſtitution as touching excommunication ? 

Laſtly, ifthe Diſcipline they long for, were once on foote a« 
mong us, we ſhould thẽ heare tell of certaine Lay-par/ons that 
oughtto have a prmcipall hand in their Excõmunicatiõs, Thus 
as they are weake in ludgment for matter of Learning in this 
hoiut, not being able to teſolue of any thing in cerxtaine; fo are 
they as partial in preſcribing their plotts for matter of practiſe; 
whiles they reproue that in others, which in themſelves they 
do allow. Except peradventute they will tell vs, ( & we muſt 
needs belee ve thõthat their Lay-Elders become Clergy men 
ſa facta, becauſe th are oftheir ſtory j and have voices 

(according to their learnigghtacheſe Eecleſiaſticall cenſures. 

1 The order ef 2 Thatnonebe excommunttated for * trifles and twelue-pennie 

Excom. &c in matters. They are not, Contempt is then the greater, whẽ the 

the Chur. of matter wherin they ſhew their contempt, is of leſſer valew. As 

Scot. Print conttariwiſe, obedience is then more commendable, when it 

oe Tus is ſeene in a matter of greatet diffieulty , But theſe men are ſo 

— 22211 ori accuſtomed ro diſobedience, that they account it but atrifle; 

ſence, may And therefore calumniate vs & our diſcipline, as if with vs me 

iuſtly deſcrve were excommunicated for trifles,whe (in truth)they are ceu- 

Excommuni- ſured for their contempt. 
- Be Wa 2 That naue be excommunicated without conſent of his Paſtor, 
on ot the cõ- X f . - 

tempt & diſo- / Vit bout conſent,is a captious terme. For in our vnderſtanding, 

bedience of the Miniſter of the pariſh doth give his conſent, when he pub. 

the uffendor. liſheth the excommunication ; as alſo when hee doth certifie 

what he hath done in denouncing ofthe ſame, And this man- 

: ner of conſent, we take tobe ſufficient, and as much as is requi· 
ſite in a private Paſto7 that hath no Iuriſdiction. 

But what is it that theſe me do meane? Would they (thinks 

you)that every Paſtor ſhould have a Negative inthe excom- 

municating of his pariſhioners ? Vndoubtedly they would, 


Therby 


tothe Petition. 
herby inteding the verer overthrow of the preſent Church 
government, and in ſteed therof the ſetting vp of a Preſtyteri⸗ 
in every parith, Or rather, that which is worle (if worſe may 


by /t he enabling of every particular Paſtor to excommunicate 
by himſelfe alone, 


Except peradventure they wil ſay, that the particular Paſfer government 
ought to be ioyned in commiſſion with the Chancelour. And ot the Church 
then behould what would enſue. On the Miniſter, a world of 55321 


troubles: he mult be {ent tor as oft as any of his pariſhis pre ſen- 
ted, he muſt attẽd the heatiog & debating of the whole cauley, 
he muſt be prefent as oft as ihe Chancelour ſitteth, as long as 
the matter dependetho his great travaile and paines , his ex- 
ceſſive charge, and the cauſleſſe neglect of his calling. On the 
ot hetſide, if this Miniſter wil be wilfull C& in ſine diffcne from- 
the Chanctlaur in-opinis;then is all the labour loſt;the ludge 
hath ſpent higgkill8careinvaine,and the Biſhops Conſiſtory 
muſt downet roupd:either Puffar mlt pre vaile, or no- 
thing muſt be done; Tothea rable hinderice of Iuſtice, 
and exceſsiue detrimenc of chephemrife, Fheſe & the like, are 
the well adviſed Propoſitions , whereof there is ſtore in their 
Diſcipline, By which it doth ſufficiently appeere, that as yet it 
is not throughly refined, 

4. Extorting of vureaſonabls feer, who approveth ? Who dil. 
liketh not ? Who would not have it redreſſed, in any that of- 


tend? Beſides there are verie * ſevere lawes already made in Conſtit. Ecce! 


that behalte, . 2 
5 Farming out of Iuriſdictivvs & Repiſters places, though we Eceleſi © N 


commend it not, nor greatly like of it; yet it is of it lelfe a mate 
ter indifferent; neither good nor ill, but as it is vſed. 


6 The reſtraint of AMAarriege at certame times ( falſely cal» . Cg5 5 
led a bopiſh Canon) was aunciently vſed in the Church of — 


God and being rightly vnderſtood, is nowe commendable in 
this of ours. 

The Longe=ſommerof ſuites in Eccleſiaſticall Courts, is a mate. 
ter of fact, not of Coſtitutioznor is the fault ofthe Courte, nor 
ofthe ludge neceſlarily (as theſe men would ſeeme to imply) 
but ſometimes errout in pleading, ſometime the intricatenes - 


E. 3 


The anſwere 


ofthe cauſe, ſometime the perverſeneſſe ofthe Client, ſome. 
time the cunning ofthe Proctors, are the occaſion that ſuites 
depend long. And when all is ſade, that they can ſay, this is 
none other fault, then is incident to the courſe of luſtice at the 
Common Law, and might befall their Conſiſtoty, or a better 
and more equall kinde of trial, 

8 Tube Oib ex oſſicis, is vſed as it ought, by men of place, of 
wiſedome, and experience;by men of religion, learning, & con- 
ſcience, Vnto whom the authority to adminiſter it as oc caſion 
is offered doth iuſtly belong, not by ſpecial Commiſſion only, 
but by the lawes of this land, by the two Lawes Canon & Ci- 
vill; and by the warrant of ſundry Examples ofthe worde of 

God:asthat worthy and learned Deane of the Arches (theore 
The Apolog, 14ment and boner of bis profeſſion in his time(in his iudicious' Apo- 
3 part Cha 9. logy of certaine proceedings in Courts Eccleſiaſticall, doeth 
and ſo ſorth . proue at large. 1, 


to the end o , 7 TEC oats. . . 
h : 9 Licenſe: for Carriage ne wet Ban, are molt cantionſlee 
1 granted, & t hat vpon "Fey ment to enſue, if ſo be the 


1597. cap. de Conſtitution be violated, But what wil ſatiſfic theſe men, who 


moder. Indulg thus intimate vnto his Highnes, that there it rigor in the former 
point, & negligence in this, when as al moderation and careful 


ner is vſed in them both? 
And are not theſe beyworu enormitier? 


Their Concluſion, 


HE idle vaunt that the Petitioners make of Seeing able to 

ſhew that theſe and other (uch abuſer (as they call them I re- 

mung andpraFiſediethe (hurch of England, are not agreeable to 
the Scriptures, doth appeate to be the more ridiculous ; becauſe 
; ® The perpet. they haue paſſed over in deepe ſilence many learned? Trats 
1 publiſhed long ſince,wherein their vaine fancies, and illiterate 
1 obieQions are refuted at large. If notwithſtanding they wil yet 
venture to write, it wil be anſwered; If they wil needs argue & 
diſpute, there are ready that will either ſatiſfie them, or by ar- 

+ gumentfilencethem.And were it not in regard that we would 


not ſeeme as vndutifull in accepting, as they haue beene in — 
oſte · 


to the Petition. 


offering of this Challendge: it is the thing we would vrge, and a furveyefthe; 
inſtantly entrear,that theſe matters might be debated between Po diſc 
vs in writing. But in the mean time, what motions are theſe for = boar 
the Reformers to make vntoa moſt prudent Prince in his ſet- The Apol. of 
led and peaceable government; who for many years, hath had certaine pro- 
trial in that his other kingdome,of their pretended reformatio; ceed in Cour. 


and in this alſo hath ſeene the gracious e ffectes ynder her Ma- — oy 


ieſties late happy Raign, of that Church diſci pline, which they Ecclel.Diſcip. 
would tuinate and overthrow. De Preſbyt e- 
God hath appointed his ¶ Maueſtie vntothis bing demo. It is true; & iuſqʒ nova. Sc. 
we magnifie the goodnes of God for it, and congratulate his _ * 
Highnes in the proſperous poſleſſion of it, from the ground of The demon. 
our harts. But that God hath appointed him to th kingdome ſtrance. 
for ſuch a purpoſe as they conccite; vv hat ſpirite of qination is in Querimonia 
thẽ, that they ſhould foreſpeake itꝰ Nay rather. ſeeing almigh · RO wel 
ty God hathardained him as the great Ph ed 


ion (next Kin- of the laws of 


mediately vnderhiſelfo.Jrot r tb olitique, 
both of this Church and Snimon orb; —— 
ſuch diſeaſes, as theſe men are Hof. (For turbulent and diſ- 

contented humor, whether in Papiſt, ot in Puritane are like to 
breede very dangerous diſeaſes in a civill State:) And not bee 
perſwaded ( as they fondly imagine) by ſuch ſuggeſtions as 
theſe, to alter that ſtate ofthe Church, which is act eptable to 

God, honourable to his Highnes, comfortable to many thou- 

ſand Miniſteis, the Nur ie of good learning, admirable to (tran. 
8 by our ® Oppolites, en vied of our enemies, di- The letters 


aſtfull vnto none, but ſuch as know neither how to rule, Bor that Bl Bea 
hath writren 


how to obey, 
The very names of P##;ſaments are vnpleaſant indeed, but of 8 

the things themſelues are neceſſary ſomtimes, and theit effects nome i. 

good and profitable for preſer vation of the whole; how ſoe vet 

the induring ot them, may be grie vous in the particular. And 

he that will indifferently conſider the true caufesof the cotre- 

tions here mentioned: ſhall haue iuſt cauſe to apptoue the lu - 

ſtice; & commend the mildnes, that hath bin vſed towardes . Con ſpiracy 

this ſort of men. for pretended 

As for that clauſe of Mens tradtions, it is . Returmation, 

| an 


The anſwere 
and would imply ſuperſtition or popery to be in ſome of them, 
But how vainely,and how iniuriouſly; hath in ſome ſort beene 
heretofore declared, 

Thar other of beerng preiudiciall to note but theſe that ſerke their 
ewne ec, Is as iniurious to all the reſt of the Miniſters of this 
land Be we the men that are ſo addicted to ur a Quiet, Cre. 
dite, and Commodity in the world Where then be the fruites ot our 
covetoulnes,the effects of our ambition, the marks of our idle» 


Sine y ſeeke is ſo preiudictall, both to 
the Civill ſtate in generall, and in particular, to ſo many of the 
very beſt of the Miniſtery; that if it ſhoulde take effect, (but 
God of his mercy, and the Kings moſt excellent Maieſtie in hu 
Chriftian wiſedome, will not ſuffer it) it woulde breed a ſtrang 
alteration in the One; and in the Other it would for the preſent 
not only impoveriſh vs, and our V niverfities, but make both 
them and vs, and the whole Cleargy very baſe and contempti- 
ble in the cies of our own people, as alſo a By. word & a korne 
to our neighbour Nations; And for ſucceeding ages, it woulde 
cut off all hope ofa learned Miniſtery, and of that grounded 
learning, which as yet is, and heretofore hath beene, the glorie 
and honour of this kingdome. : 
For manifeſtation of this point, look ypon the face of all the 
reformed Churches in the world; & whetreſoe ver the deſire of 
theſe Petitioners doth take place, be it duly cõſidre d: Ef, hovo 
wel their proceedings do ſuit with the ſtate ofa Monarchyʒ And 
then, how poverty on the one ſide, & lack of learning on the o- 


ther, doth creep vpon the whole Cleargy in thoſe Dominions, 
As 


to the Petision. 


As to the firſt: would it not beſeeme the ſupereminent m- 
thority & Regal perſon of a Ning, to be himſelſe cõſined with. 
in the limits of ſome particular pariſi& then to ſubie his ſo· 
veraigne power, to the pute Apoſtolical ſimplicity, of an over - 
ſwaying & al-commaunding Presbitery? Would it not doe 
him much good, in a time of need, that his people ſhould bee 
rooted & grounded in his trut h, viz. That his meeke & hum. 
ble Clearꝝy, haue power ro binde their King in chaines , aud their 
Prince in lixckzs of iron? That is, (in their learning) to, cenſure 
kim, to enloine him penance,to excommunicate him? yea (in 
caſe 8 ptoceede againſt him, as a Tyrant? | 

We ſpeake not heere of other points, as namely, that all | 
peales in cauſes Ecclefiaſtical,(& what dothey not amke'Ec- | 


cleſiaſtical  )muſt finally lye, not vnto rho Prince, hut vnto the | 
Aſlebly Pe vincisl; That allow the ſagyeme Magiſtrate, ., 
rainer oftheir proceedingy,bul in thẽ. Theſe and 


the ikagre but petty Abridg — 3 Royall, | 
while yet the Tg bi vuto tbe [ce Chr, . TC. l. pag; | 
| re i rebels. Wali: 180. * | 

either may it be truly ſaid, that theſe are only Speculariss. | 


There are ſomo of High place yetalive, and other ſome are | 

dead. that have felt the ſmart hereof in their ſown experience, | 

and have ſeene the worſt of all this put in wofull execution. | 
As tothe ſecond.Do we not ſee it at this day verified amo | 

chem, chiciha ve bin ſo often truly ſaid, & as oftẽ vnad viſed · | 

ly denied, that Hove: alis artes; & corrariwiſe, where due reward 

of learning & libetal maintenance of the Miniſtery, is fraudu · | 

lently impaired,or injuriouſly taken away, bthere Religion & +1 xclegat dit | 

learning come to decay? There Atheiſme & Barbariſme and cipl.pag.n14.” } 

Confuſion mult needs enſueꝰ It is to apparent, that as the re- 

venewes ofthoſe Churches have beene embeazeled by men 

of corrupt winds, which ſaid in their harts, as it is in the Pial. Pal. ;. 1. 

Lot vs taks to our ſelves tbe honfer of Godin poſſaſſiõi lo the remain: 

der ofthat grounded — — was breddę vp in former 

time: is no through ſucceſſion oſ time, almoſt eleane worne 

an | / 
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Wet bona tam ſequitur, quam bona prima fuit. | 
Inſomuch,that there is neither ſufficient maintenice in thoſe 
parts of any ſtore of excellent learned men, nor yet many men 
brought vp among them in this Jalt reformed age, worthie of 
that wonted honorable maintenance. 

God knowes we ſpeake not this with a detracting ſpirit, but 
with gtiefe of hatt: to ſec the ruines of the Miniſterie in parti- 
cular, & generatly of all profound learning in other reformed 
Churches. As like wwiſe to ſtitre vp this whole Nation, to athãk · 
fall acknowledgment of that ſingular bleſſing in this behalfe, 
which God of his gaodnes hath long, and yet doth continue, 
vnto vs of this Realme. And with all, to put to ſilence the ma- 
licious igggatitude of the evill men, hich looking vpan ys aud 
this Church theongh the coloured glaſſe of theu preiudicate 
opinions; can ſee tiathing among vs, ſut defaſta. and deformities, 
aud abuſes and Enor mit an 9 he like. And theręfore in their 
eq and made conformae 


— 


high diſcretion, wouſd hne ys red 
ble to the calamities of other places, Y 

Whereas (in truth, if wee ſhall bring backe the eies of our 
mindes from fotraine partes, and indifferently withaut either 
detraction or flattery) take notice ofthe preſent ſtate of this 
Church and Common-wealthzwe ſhall eaſily diſcerne, that it 
were anincomparable happines for them, if all that profeſſe 
the truth as it is in Chriſt lelus, were in our condition, 

We ſhall ſee, ho that our Church government, is duly ſub- 
ordinate vnto the ſupreme civill ſtate, and withall doth migh- 
tily ſuppart the ſame, That our Reverend Prelats (men of in- 
gular worth, not to be matched in any one kingdome) though 
preferred ynto higher raomes; doe yet containe themſel ves 
within ſuch bounds, as preſerve that eſtate, from creeping to a- 
ny Papall corruption. That our infetiour Clergie, by their 
godly and paincfulllabours in their Vocation, have beene, & 
are the molt effectuallmeanes, to ſetile ee ofthis 
Landiby indueigg mens mindes vnto piety toward GOD. 


Loyalty to their King, & Civill honeſty amange themſelves, 

That qut people generally, (excepting ſome fewe malecon- 

tents of al ſorts, w hõ we leave to the mercy of the Magiſtrate): - 
0 are 


ito tie Petition. 


ate invred vnto peace, accuſtomed to ſubletið, deteſt dildyul- 
ty, & wich al alacrity yeeld their obedience vnto their Sove- 
raigne. 4 
Tea the Coiledges,theCathedral Churches, the Biſhops, 
& other Miniſters of this Lind, haue yet remaining vntothẽ, 
ſyet, aſter the many & grea ſpoiles ofthis Church which not · | 
wit hſtanding, never prolpe ed with them that got them; but Saravia de ſa- 
were as Ruſt ta the reſt of tleir ſilver & their gold or as Can» crilegij, ca gs 
ker, that fretted out themſeltes, their poſterit y or their poſloſſi- 
ons:)tha yet there is remairing vnto tiem, mot competent, 
aud ſufficient maintenance, nore eomſortable and honorable 
encouragements , then thete are, vnto all other the 
Churches in Chriſtendome. | 33 F 2 
That anſwerable therevnto(to ſtop that mou of Iniquity, 
which is wont to traduce vs, ſot dub, vun „l Miniſtry) 


2 


there are at this day;morele#ned mẽ in tai Land, in this one 
Kingdomeʒthen are to be e among all the Miniſters of 
the Religion an France Hau „ Pdletand,” 


Jam R 9 
Geneve, Srotlaud orſto ſpeake in a word in ail ure e 
Which yet, may not iuſtly bee imputed vnto v for voni. 
The Apoſtle that knew how tobe abaſed, & to mske Himſelfe 1. Cor. 
of noreputatis;yet vhen the impesching of his perſonal gifts, . Cor. s- 
was abuſcd to the diſgrace ofhis calling: did without either ar 
roganey ot folly, giue his Detractors plainly & roundly to vn- 
derſtand, that he was not inferior tothe chiefe Apoſtles; nay 
that he laboured more then they all; & ſo by his owneiuſt de- 
fence andrommendation, did free himſelfe, his worth, and his 
Vocation from their baſe & odious imputations. Ina like caſe 
(we dottht not) a truth may be averred of our ſelues, even by 
our ſelues, without any oſtentation at all; when it is ſo iniuri- 
ouſly impeeched and tradden vnder foote, to the high diſſio- 
nor of God, the diſgraee of his Goſpel}, -and tothe fender of 
this moſt Chriſtian Commomwerſth : Vea the cit morcies, 
that God hath continued vnts' vs, nowethefefiveandforty 
| yeares, ought to repleniſh ourhatts wit h ioy; ſo that our lippes 
ſhould breake forch with thankfulnes and ſing, Now fecit taluer Plal. 47.20, * 
emuiuationi;ncither haue the Regions roũd about vs, bin made | 


| CO ED N 
Northe Father ies and God of — 1 
— wiſe & vnderſtanding hart of our thriſe noble K : 4 
in birth, noble in wiſedome, ble in al manner of good. 
alſiſt hiateyer with his ho / ſpirit, the ſpirit of Canoe: _ - 
—— lanctiſieation. and oftruthmnake him admirable in the 
ying of this Scepteras was Sale in all the world, as long 
at —— in IA waies of his ather David: That ſo hes 
- maylongweare this mortall Crowe , in all bundamem oi Pie 
= Proſperity ; & heregterobtaine that immortall 
Chriſt 1 nn — 
immortality, 
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